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and Court, my impish friend Blanche, as the Player-Queen, should have said: " Both here and hence, pursue me lasting strife, if once a widow, ever I be wife! "
Instead of which, loudly and distinctly, she proclaimed: " Both here and hence, pursue me lasting strife, if once a wife, ever I be widowed!"
Hamlet rolled over on his face, Queen Gertrude (Mrs. Bradshaw) groaned aloud, Polonius (Mr. Ellsler) threatened discharge, under cover of the laughter of the audience, while guilty Blanche grinned in impish enjoyment of her work, and next " Hamlet" I was cast for the Player-Queen, to punish Blanche. To punish her, indeed
— she was as merry as a sand-boy, standing about chewing gum and telling stories all the evening.
The " tatting" craze was sweeping over the country then, everybody wore tatting and almost everybody made it. I worked day and night at it, tatting at rehearsal and between scenes, and lady-stars often bought my work, to my great pleasure as well as profit. Blanche wanted a new shuttle, and her mother, who was under extra expense just then, told her she could have it the next week. It was shortly before Christmas, and next morning at rehearsal, with all the company present, Blanche walked up to Mr. Ellsler and asked him if he had any moftey.
He looked bewildered, and answered somewhat doubtfully that he thought he had a little. " Well," said she, " I want you to give me a quarter, so I can get you a Christmas present."
There was a burst of laughter as Mr. Ellsler handed her the quarter, and after rehearsal this is what she did with it:
On Superior Street a clothing store was being sold out
— a forced sale.   There she bought a black shoe-string tie for five cents, as a gift for Mr: Ellsler, and elsewhere got for herself a tatting-shuttle and five pieces of chewing-gum^ and chuckled over her caper, quite undisturbed by her mother's tears.